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because these new documents have led scholars to believe
that Germany was much less responsible, and that Eussia
and France were much more to blame, than was at first sup-
posed. But no one has ever satisfactorily proved that the
documents just described are in any way fictitious or falsi-
fied. On the contrary, all the new material fits together like
a mosaic, and one part confirms another. Furthermore, one
of "the best reasons for believing that these documents are
genuine and fairly complete,,and that the Socialist editors
have made no effort to exculpate Germany, Austria, and
Russia, is to be found in the fact that the editors have
each tried to place the war guilt upon his own former gov-
ernment. It is curious to see how they have written pam-
phlets, based on the documents in their own archives, tend-
ing to prove that their own former imperialist rulers were
mainly to blame for the World War.18 According to
Kautsky, Germany deliberately and willingly pushed a-
hesitating Austria into, action against Serbia and so into a
World Wax. According to Gooss, the unsuspecting Emperor
William was the sacrificial lamb offered up on the altar of
Berchtold's reckless perfidy and obstinacy. While accord-
ing to Pokrovski, the Director of the Archives in Soviet
Russia—who is much nearer the truth—the causes of the
War are to be found in the century-old Russian imperialist
ambition for the control of Constantinople, the influence
of Grand Dukes and militarists, the desire of Izvolski for
revenge on Austria, and the support to these malign influ-
ences which the Tsarist regime felt encouraged to expect
from the capitalist governments of France and England.
While the historian may take such partisan conceptions
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